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Abstract

Motivated by different reasons, the Askey—Wilson algebras were intro-
duced by Terwilliger and Zhedanov independently around 1990. One was in-
spired by the Leonard’s characterization of g-Racah polynomials. The other
introduced these algebras to describe the hidden algebraic structure of Racah—
Wigner coefficients of U,(slz). In this talk, I will give a brief introduction of
the two motivations and explain why these algebras are named after Askey
and Wilson. If time permits, I will present my recent works on the represen-
tation theory of Askey—Wilson algebras.
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